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Lafayette

Cleaners installing solar panels
By Shay Castle
Staff Writer

Lafayette-based John’s
Cleaners has always prided
itself on being a green drycleaning operation. Now,
with a little help from county and state energy programs, John’s might be the
greenest cleaner in the
state.

John’s Cleaners uses state program to go green
Business owners John
and Wendy Ellwood are
going full solar, installing
140 panels that will provide
68,000 kilowatt hours of
energy.
To finance the project,
the Ellwoods utilized a

brand-new state program
from the Colorado Energy
Office, Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (C-PACE).
John’s was only the second C-PACE project in the
state: The first was another

Bittersweet

Broncos

Boulder County property
— a 42,000-square-foot
commercial/industrial
building across from Foothills Hospital.
The C-PACE program
connects business owners
with financers to fund their

desired energy efficiency
projects. The long-term
loans are tied not to the
business but to the property itself in the form of an
assessment.
That way, if the business
owners sell the property,

the cost of the energy project is transferred to the
new owner.
“The two biggest arguments (against efficiency
projects are) they don’t
have the money or they
don’t know how long they’ll
be in the building,” said
Tracy Phillips, director of
See CLEANERS, 8A

Denver
beats
Oakland
24-6 to
end season
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Aaron Spain kisses his son, Greyson Charles Spain, on
Sunday afternoon at Avista Adventist Hospital in Louisville.
Mom, Desney Spain, gave birth to Greyson at 3:32 a.m.,
making him the first baby born in Boulder County in 2017.
Greyson and his dad also share the same birthday.

First local baby
of 2017 born
Greyson Charles
Spain arrived
at 3:32 a.m.
By Amy Bounds
Staff Writer

Greyson Charles Spain
made his appearance about
a week earlier than expected, at 3:32 a.m. Sunday at
Louisville’s Avista Adventist Hospital, clinching the
title of first Boulder County baby born in 2017.
But more meaningful to
his parents, Desney and
Aaron Spain of Erie, was
that his early morning

birth means he also shares
a birthday with his dad.
“It’s ver y special that
they share a birthday,”
said Desney Spain, 37. “It’s
amazing and a blessing.”
Greyson, who weighed
6-pounds-14-ounces and
was 19.5-inches long,
didn’t appear to have any
competition for the first
local baby of 2017 title.
None of Boulder County’s other three hospitals
— Boulder Community
Foothills Hospital, Good
Samaritan Medical Center
in Lafayette and Longmont
United Hospital — had
See BABY, 8A
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Denver Broncos return specialist Kalif Raymond catches a punt in the first half against the Oakland Raiders at Sports
Authority Field at Mile High on Sunday.
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project, the event is now
sponsored by the American
A bracing dip
Cancer Society, which optThe Boulder Polar
ed not to stage it in 2016
Plunge is returning to the
due to time constraints.
Boulder Reservoir, delayed
The plunge is set for
by nearly a week from its
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturtraditional slot on New
day. The registration fee is
Year’s Day.
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Lafayette’s City Council
on Tuesday will weigh a
measure titled, “Climate
Bill of Rights and Protections,” aimed at preserving
community members’
rights to engage in nonvio-

lent direct action in
response to the possibility
of fracking near the city.
If approved, Lafayette
would become the second
community in the United
States to adopt such a measure, following Grant
Township, Pa.. The council
will meet at 5:30 p.m.,
Tuesday at City Hall, 1290
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ER

The Boulder City Council’s first meeting of the
new year will include further discussion and possible adoption of the city’s
drafted co-operative housing ordinance. The council

will also consider calling up
for further review the previously rejected housing
development plan at 3303
Broadway. The meeting
begins 6 p.m. Tuesday at
the Boulder Municipal
Building, 1777 Broadway. It
will be broadcast live on
TV and online by Boulder
Channel 8.
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Native American sites thrust into debate over dams
Program tracks
some 4,000
historical sites
By Keith Ridler
Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — A littleknown federal program that
avoids
publicizing
its
accomplishments to protect
from looters the thousands
of Native American sites it’s
tasked with managing has
been caught up in a big net.
The Federal Columbia
River System Cultural
Resources Program tracks
some 4,000 historical sites
that also include homesteads and missions in Oregon, Washington, Idaho and
Montana.
Now it’s contributing
information as authorities
prepare a court-ordered
environmental impact state-

ment concerning struggling
salmon and the operation of
14 federal dams in the
Columbia River Basin.
A federal judge urged officials to consider breaching
four of those dams on the
Snake River.
“Because of the scale of
the EIS, there’s no practical
way for us, even if we wanted to, to provide a map of
each and every site that we
consider,” said Sean Hess,
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Pacific Northwest
Region
archaeologist.
“There are some important
sites out there that we don’t
talk about a lot because of
concerns about what would
happen because of vandalism.”
Fish survival, hydropower, irrigation and navigation
get the most attention and
will be components in the
environmental review due

out in 2021. But at more
than a dozen public meetings in the four states to collect feedback, the cultural
resources program has
equal billing. Comments are
being accepted through Jan.
17.
The review process is
being conducted under the
National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, an
umbrella law that covers the
well-known
Endangered
Species Act. Thirteen species of salmon and steelhead on the Columbia and
Snake rivers have been listed as federally protected
species over the past 25
years.
But NEPA also requires
equal weight be given to
other laws, including the
National Historic Preservation Act, which is where the
cultural resources program
comes in. Among the 4,000

sites are fishing and hunting
processing areas, ancestral
village areas and tribal corridors.
“People were very mobile,
prehistorically,” said Kristen
Martine, Cultural Recourse
Program manager for the
Bonneville Power Administration.
Some of the most notable
sites with human activity
date back thousands of
years and are underwater
behind dams on the Columbia and Snake rivers. Celilo
Falls, a dipnet fishery for
thousands of years, is
behind The Dalles Dam on
the
Columbia
River.
Marmes Rockshelter was
occupied 10,000 years ago
but now is underwater
behind Lower Monumental
Dam on the Snake River.
“If we’re breaching dams,
it would definitely change
how we manage resources,”

said Gail Celmer, an archaeologist with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.
U.S.
District
Judge
Michael H. Simon ordered
the environmental review in
May after finding that a massive habitat restoration
effort to offset the damage
that dams in the Columbia
River Basin pose to North-

west salmon runs was failing.
Salmon and steelhead
runs are a fraction of what
they were before modern
settlement. Of the salmon
and steelhead that now
return to spawn each year,
experts say, about 70 to 90
percent originate in hatcheries.

my wife is doing well.”
He said they both caught
a few hours of sleep this
morning, but aren’t yet
feeling the exhaustion of
the long labor.
“We’re so excited, it
hasn’t affected us much,”
he said.

He added that being
born on New Year’s Day is
a bonus because the day is
generally filled with football and fun.
“He’s going to have a
good time hanging out
with me on our birthday,”
he said.

The couple is hoping to
bring Greyson home on
Thursday, when Desney is
expected to be released.
“We’re as ready as we
can be,” Aaron Spain said.
Desney added jokingly
that she doesn’t have any
advice for other new par-

ents with babies born on
New Year’s Day.
“It’s day one for me,” she
said.

their business, which has
given so much to them.
John’s grandfather started
Dugout Cleaners on the
Hill in 1921, now the site of
Half Fast Subs and Full
Cycle.
His father and uncle took
over the business, and now
his cousins continue it. His
son, too, works in the dry
cleaning industry. It’s also
where John met Wendy,

when he hired her to work
in his shop.
“I gave her two hours of
training and I was gone,”
he said.
They’ve been married for
36 years.

Jesse Tinsley / The Spokesman-Review

This photo shows the Lower Granite Dam Oct. 19 on the
Snake River in Washington state.

BABY from Page 1A
reported babies born by
mid-morning Sunday.
Greyson, whose due date
was Jan. 8, is his parents’
first child.
Desney was admitted
Friday night with warning
signs of preeclampsia, a
potentially life-threatening

pregnancy complication.
Doctors induced her and,
after 36 hours of labor,
Greyson was born via
c-section.
“He’s amazing, a beautiful, healthy boy,” said Aaron Spain, 35. “The main
thing is he’s healthy and

Amy Bounds:
303-473-1341,
boundsa@dailycamera.com
or twitter.com/boundsa

CLEANERS from Page 1A
Colorado’s C-PACE program. “If they take out a
loan and sell or move,
they’ve invested in energy
savings they’re never
going to see.”
By connecting business
owners
with
finance
options, C-PACE also helps
tackle their other major
worry: upfront costs.
The Ellwoods paid nothing out of pocket for the
project, funneling all the
costs into a multi-year loan
with Petros Partners, an
Austin, Texas-based investment firm.
That’s huge for most
small business owners,
said
Mansoor
Ghori,
CEO of Petros, because
banks would typically
require 20 to 30 percent
down for a project of this
nature.
John’s Cleaners is the
first C-PACE project Petros
has handled in Colorado. It
has done deals in six other
states but considered the
deal a good entry to what is
a potentially very good
market.
“Colorado is inclined to
be energy efficient,” Ghori
said. “Probably over next
three to five years, we’ll
see a significant increase in
interest and volume.”

Nationwide, Ghori estimates the market for deals
such as this one at $230
million since 2007, with the
majority of that coming in
the last two years.
The Ellwoods have been
interested in doing solar at
John’s Cleaners for several
years.
“We just couldn’t figure
out how to make it work
financially,” Wendy said.
Instead, they invested in
other energy efficiency
upgrades to lighting and
heating through Boulder
County’s
EnergySmart
program.
“We always recommend
taking those measures first
because it’s cheaper,” said
Collin Tomb, a business
sustainability policy analyst with the county. “And
they help you make the
most of the solar panels
when you do those.”
EnergySmart also provided a $20,000 rebate to
the Ellwoods for this current project, one of 12 the
county gave this year
through its Solar Benefits
program.
Tomb said while it’s not
uncommon to have a Boulder County business’ energy needs be completely

Shay Castle:
303-473-1626,
castles@dailycamera.com
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Marc Gay, left, and Cody Arnold, of Custom Solar, pour
cement for solar panels that will be installed for John’s
Cleaners in Lafayette.

offset by renewables, it is
rare for a company to be
producing their own energy on-site.
“I’d be surprised if they
were the first, but they’re

certainly one of the
few,” added Zach Swank,
the business sustainability
team lead.
The Ellwoods said it “just
made sense” to invest in

THE YMCA OF BOULDER VALLEY IS GIVING AWAY A

ONE-YEAR FAMILY
MEMBERSHIP
EVERY WEEK IN JANUARY
With free fitness classes, personal trainers,
nutritionists, four year-round pools, an ice rink and
countless opportunities for youth activity, there’s
something here for you and your family. A family
membership is valued at $1116 value.
Enter to win on the Daily Camera Facebook page.

TRY THE Y FOR FREE! GET A THREE-DAY GUEST PASS AT YMCABV.ORG.
YMCA of Boulder Valley
ymcabv.org

Arapahoe Center 2800 Dagny Way, Lafayette 303-664-5455
Ed & Ruth Lehman Center 950 Lashley Street, Longmont 303-776-0370
Mapleton Center 2850 Mapleton Ave, Boulder 303-442-2778

